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Ecology Survey Timeline

January February March April May June July August September October November December

Limited 
sett/bait 
surveys

       Inspections of hibernation roosts

Winter species

Gnawed Hazelnut search

Newts hibernating
(Habitat suitability
 possible all year)

Phase 1 only

There is no distinct seasonal constraints to Otter survey, however they may be affected by 
vegetation cover and weather conditions

Reptiles hibernating

Low activity

Habitat suitability assessment only

Bait marking and sett surveys        Limited bait marking and sett surveys                    Sett surveys Limited 
sett/bait 
surveys

Badgers live in underground  
setts which are protected from 
disturbance. Badgers leave 
well-worn paths, dungpits and 
scratching posts in their territories.

Limited 
activity

Summer roost emergence surveys and activity surveys possible 
for all areas with suitable habitat (internal inspection of roof 

spaces possible throughout April-October)
Limited 
activity

Inspections of 

hibernation roosts 

Breeding birds and 
migrant species

Breeding birds Low activity Migrant species Winter species

Nest tube survey from April to November
Gnawed Hazelnut search (best from September to December)

Pond surveys for adults/ Terrestrial survey/ 
Egg surveys (April to mid June)

Larvae surveys mid-May
Habitat suitability and 

presence of larvae
Habitat suitability survey

Newts hibernating
(Habitat suitability 
 possible all year)

Phase 1 and NVC Phase 1 only

Peak survey months are April and May
Reduced basking time 
lowers effectiveness of 

refugia surveys

Peak 
survey 
month

Limited 
activity

Reptiles hibernating

Habitat and field signs/ activity surveys
May be limited by vegetation cover and weather

Initial 
habitat 
survey

Low activity

Manual search, torch light 
counts and trapping

Habitat suitability assessment only

Bats are found in rural and urban areas 
and use different roosting places for 
resting, breeding and hibernating. 
There are 18 species of bat in the UK, 
17 of which breed in the UK.

Birds, including rare species, may 
be found nesting, generally 
from March to August (inclusive). 
Nesting sites are protected whilst
in use. 

Dormice are orange-brown with a 
white belly and a bushy tail. They are 
nocturnal and live in woodland and 
hedges.

Great crested newts are found in 
habitats including ponds, farmland, 
dunes, woods and quarries. When not
breeding, newts are terrestrial and can
be found some distance from ponds.

Otters live alongside rivers, lakes, 
streams, some coastlines and 
marshes in both rural and urban 
areas.

Six species of reptile are native to 
the UK; adder, grass snake, smooth 
snake, slow-worm, common lizard 
and sand lizard.

Water voles have chestnut brown fur,
a round face and a short furry tail. 
Water voles live by slow flowing 
rivers and streams.

The White-clawed crayfish is olive green
/brown in colour and the undersides
of their claws are white/pale pink. 
They live in fresh water in rivers, lakes
and small streams.

Surveys not 
possible

Recommended 
period for 
surveys

Suboptimal 
period for 
surveys

Initial habitat survey

Phase 1 surveys assess the habitats and 
vegetation within a site and can be
undertaken throughout the year. NVC
surveys classify the vegetation types
present during the spring and summer.



Ecology services

Ecology is the scientific study of the distributions, abundance, and relations of 
organisms and their interactions with each other in a common environment. 

The work required by an ecologist depends on the nature of the employer and 
the purpose of the work. For example, most planning authorities will require a 
habitat survey and report to assess the ecological value and constraints of a 
development site and to inform the planning process.

UK, European and International legislation has lead to the protection of a 
variety of animal and plant species in the UK, as well as sites protected by 
conservation designations. The impact of a development on protected species 
and sites must be fully considered by the planning authority in order for 
planning permission to be granted. It is the responsibility of the developer to 
provide sufficient ecological information with their application, in the form of 
reports produced by a suitably qualified and experienced ecologist.

Tim Moya Associates offer a comprehensive service including:

 Habitat Surveys

 National Vegetation Classification Surveys  

 Habitat / Species Monitoring

 Hedgerow Surveys

 Habitat Creation

 Invasive Species Surveys

 Mitigation Solutions

 BREEAM and CfSH Assessment

 Protected Species Surveys (Invertebrate Surveys, Amphibian Surveys & Habitat Assessments, Mammal Surveys, Bird                    
Surveys and Reptile Surveys & Habitat Assessments.) 

Please be aware that there are seasonal windows in which some surveys can be undertaken. For more information  please 
see TMA’s Ecology Survey Calendar.

For more information visit our website or call us on 0845 094 3268
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