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Ecology Survey Timeline

January February March April May June July August September October November December

Limited 
sett/bait 
surveys

       Inspections of hibernation roosts

Winter species

Gnawed Hazelnut search

Newts hibernating
(Habitat suitability
 possible all year)

Phase 1 only

There is no distinct seasonal constraints to Otter survey, however they may be affected by 
vegetation cover and weather conditions

Reptiles hibernating

Low activity

Habitat suitability assessment only

Bait marking and sett surveys        Limited bait marking and sett surveys                    Sett surveys Limited 
sett/bait 
surveys

Badgers live in underground  
setts which are protected from 
disturbance. Badgers leave 
well-worn paths, dungpits and 
scratching posts in their territories.

Limited 
activity

Summer roost emergence surveys and activity surveys possible 
for all areas with suitable habitat (internal inspection of roof 

spaces possible throughout April-October)
Limited 
activity

Inspections of 

hibernation roosts 

Breeding birds and 
migrant species

Breeding birds Low activity Migrant species Winter species

Nest tube survey from April to November
Gnawed Hazelnut search (best from September to December)

Pond surveys for adults/ Terrestrial survey/ 
Egg surveys (April to mid June)

Larvae surveys mid-May
Habitat suitability and 

presence of larvae
Habitat suitability survey

Newts hibernating
(Habitat suitability 
 possible all year)

Phase 1 and NVC Phase 1 only

Peak survey months are April and May
Reduced basking time 
lowers effectiveness of 

refugia surveys

Peak 
survey 
month

Limited 
activity

Reptiles hibernating

Habitat and field signs/ activity surveys
May be limited by vegetation cover and weather

Initial 
habitat 
survey

Low activity

Manual search, torch light 
counts and trapping

Habitat suitability assessment only

Bats are found in rural and urban areas 
and use different roosting places for 
resting, breeding and hibernating. 
There are 18 species of bat in the UK, 
17 of which breed in the UK.

Birds, including rare species, may 
be found nesting, generally 
from March to August (inclusive). 
Nesting sites are protected whilst
in use. 

Dormice are orange-brown with a 
white belly and a bushy tail. They are 
nocturnal and live in woodland and 
hedges.

Great crested newts are found in 
habitats including ponds, farmland, 
dunes, woods and quarries. When not
breeding, newts are terrestrial and can
be found some distance from ponds.

Otters live alongside rivers, lakes, 
streams, some coastlines and 
marshes in both rural and urban 
areas.

Six species of reptile are native to 
the UK; adder, grass snake, smooth 
snake, slow-worm, common lizard 
and sand lizard.

Water voles have chestnut brown fur,
a round face and a short furry tail. 
Water voles live by slow flowing 
rivers and streams.

The White-clawed crayfish is olive green
/brown in colour and the undersides
of their claws are white/pale pink. 
They live in fresh water in rivers, lakes
and small streams.

Surveys not 
possible

Recommended 
period for 
surveys

Suboptimal 
period for 
surveys

Initial habitat survey

Phase 1 surveys assess the habitats and 
vegetation within a site and can be
undertaken throughout the year. NVC
surveys classify the vegetation types
present during the spring and summer.


